3o                      SCEPTICISM AND POETRY

of scientific reference, in the way, following Mr. Russell, we
have indicated. And having realized this, we see that Mr.
Richards' distinction between language used for reference
and language used 'emotively' is fundamentally misleading.
The true distinction is between language having reference
in the last resort only to sense-data, and used therefore for
purposes of barest indication, and language used imaginatively.
For in poetry the poet endeavours to convey his sense of the
Inner unity and quality of the object as embracing and trans-
cending what is given in sense.1 And we may say here, what we
shall emphasize at a later stage, that the aim of poetry is never
to create emotion; its aim is to convey an imaginative idea or
object. It may be that that conveyance is accompanied by the
occurrence of emotion; but such emotion is incidental to the
main end of poetry, which is the expression and communication
of an object or objects as they are present to the imagination of
the poet. Indeed, we may go so far as to say that, so far as its
intention goes, poetic language is no more 'emotive' than
scientific language.

5
Now although we must view scientific knowledge in
the way Mr. Russell shows, it is equally certain that the scientist
cannot 'purge' himself of his imagination, an imagination like
that of the rest of us which transcends sense and unifies sense-
elements in imagined wholes acting upon each other. However
scientific he may be he cannot reduce himself to representing
the world to himself as only a succession of sense-elements,
1 But we have, in strictness, to bear in mind that what is called
a 'sense-datum' such as a patch of colour is not, as such, given at all.
That we should be aware of it as a 'whole' shows that this is so. Actu-
ally, however much we may speak of the 'given' as over against what
is added by way of interpretation and construction, it seems impossible
to say where the 'given' ends, and the 'interpretation' begins. Sensa-
tion, or the merely given, is in the last resort only an ideal lijRit. See
below, Ch. ii, Section 2.